There are times, not often it has to be said, that I open a package and can't
wait to get the music onto the player as I am so excited just by the content
that I already know that this is going to be something special. The first thing
out of the envelope was an A4 loose leaf folder which is packed full of
biographies, photos, and stacks of information. There is one page just
dedicated to the comments from a certain Mr. Steve Hackett who contacted
the band regarding their album 'Realms of Eternity' saying "It's beautifully
written and recorded and easily the best I've ever been given to listen to" and
"I usually hope for a masterpiece every time I play an unknown quantity (to me) but this is the
only time the dream has been fully delivered" among other comments. Now, unlike Steve I am
aware of Syzygy and Witsend, but even I wasn't prepared for what was next out of the
envelope, a double Digipak of their new album. When I looked more closely I discovered that
what I had in my hands was a triple disc live set, with two DVDs and a CD plus a small fold-out
booklet with loads of pics. I mean, for heaven's sake, this is a band that does it all on their own
with no record label support, yet have produced one of the finest live releases I have ever come
across. And at this point I had yet to put in on the player!!!!!
So, being the contrary person I am, I went for the third disc first which is actually the CD. Now,
rock vocalist Mark Boals sings for these guys, but they are primarily an instrumental act
although he does appear with them both live and in the studio, so there are always long
instrumental passages which gives them the chance to stretch their wings, and they definitely
take the opportunity. Classic symphonic prog, through neo-prog, fusion as they toy with jazz
styles, melodic rock, great harmony vocals, keyboard/guitar interplay, it's all here as all the guys
demonstrate what incredible musicians they all are. To be honest, I would have raved about
this album if there was only just the one CD, let alone having two other concerts to watch,
interviews and discussions etc. There are three ½ hours of DVD and well over an hour on the
CD, and if you have yet to come across this incredible band then you need to right that wrong
now and visit www.syzygymusic.com for more information.
The only reason that I give this five out of five is that I'm not allowed to give it more.
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